THE SURFACE OF CENTRAL NORWAY WERNER WERENSEIOLD
M
OST of the foreign travelers who go to visit Norway are attracted by the grand scenery of the western coast; the snow-clad mountains, the great glaciers and the deep blue fiords are alike fascinating to the student of nature and the tourist. Less known is the southeastern part of the country, which is of prime importance in the economy and population of the kingdom.1 The land, is here generally lower than on the western coast, where the mountains rise up to 4000-6000 feet above the fiords. The largest areas of arable land are also found in the southeastern part, partly due to the occurrence of (Silurian) slates and limestones, partly to the extensive cover of (Quaternary) sand and clay, up to an altitude of 600 feet in places. Though this part of Norway cannot present to the traveler the grand and striking scenery of other districts, it might perhaps still attract the interest of the geographer as well as that of the tourist.
In the present paper I will mention some features of the surface of the inner central part of the southeastern slope of the peninsula, especially as found in the territory covered by the sheet "S. Fron" of our topographical map (Fig. 1). This sheet covers an area north of Christiania, lying between 61° 30' and 61° 50' N.
The largest part of the surface here forms a great undulating plateau, at a level of about 3000 feet (Fig. 2); single hills, or groups of hills, and ridges rise above this plateau up to some 4500 feet, their relative height being about 1500 feet. In the plateau long and deep valleys are incised; the floor of the main valley of Gudbrandsdalen (in the southwestern corner of Fig. 1) is 850 feet above sea-level,
i The value of the fisheries was $12,000,000 in 1910; of agncultnie, $50.000,000. Of these $50,000,000 more than Tm-H* fell on the southeastern part of Norway, where at the same time almost one half of the population was living (*.ev in the "counties" of Smaalenene, Aiershus, Hedemarken, Kristian, Bnskerud).
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